inventions without which our lives seem inconceivable, were
made during the past hundred and fifty years.
It is easy to say a thousand years, but it is difficult
to imagine it. The formation of our Russian state began
a little over a thousand years ago. The Turks were not
then in Constantinople, and the Slavs, our ancestors, called
it Tsargrad..
Nobody in the Old World suspected the existence of Amer-
ica and dared not sail far beyond the Pillars of Hercules, the
ancient name for Gibraltar. Of all the cities that we know
today, cities with millions of inhabitants, capitals proud of
their antiquity and glory, of all the cities whose names are
now mentioned in the newspapers every day, only five or six
existed at that time. Everything in our daily lives, in our
work, in our homes, in our knowledge and customs has under-
gone such a radical change that it is difficult for us to picture
the people of those times and make them stand out before
us as if they were alive. The languages people spoke were
different from those that are spoken now.
That  is  what   a  thousand  years  means.
The history taught in schools, including the history of
antiquity, covers, in the main, about three thousand years.
But man has engaged in agriculture for at least nine or
ten thousand years!
There was a sad feature about the agriculture of the olden
days, however, the agriculture that De Candolle saw around
him.
In the mines and factories, at the loom and lathe, peo-
ple were employed who were skilled at their trade. Peasant
labour, however, was not regarded as skilled. It was called
"unskilled labour." Everybody with a pair of hands and a
strong back could perform it. For thousands of years it was
thought that nothing else was needed to deal with living
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